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It was an exciting fall for our idyllic two acre emerald 
plot!!

As you may know, the Tuesday Club received a 
generous grant from the Boston Committee of the 
Garden Club of America several years ago.  The 
Landscape and Grounds Committee of the Loring-
Greenough House decided to use this grant this fall 
for improvements to the grounds.  Site work included 
replacing the existing perennial beds with historically 
accurate plants from the Victorian era, the removal of 
invasive species in the perimeter of the property and 
the much-needed pruning of our heritage trees. 

The perennials were purchased from Weston Nurseries 
in Hopkinton MA.  Weston generously donated the 
delivery of the plants from their nursery to the Loring-
Greenough House. 

Following a planting plan generously designed and 
drawn by Dorothy Derifield, the perennial planting 
work was done by Landscape Committee members 
and other volunteers on a brisk Saturday morning in 
early October 2009. The work on almost 120 linear 
feet of beds was completed in about 5 hours.  New 
plants include Daylily Happy Returns, Iberis, Aster 
Purple Dome, Catmint, Sedum Autumn Joy, Salvia 
May Night, Peonies, Veronica Sunny Border Blue, 
Lavender Lady, Dianthus Firewitch, Penstemon 
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Husker Red, and 
pink Oenothera.

Garden Club grant 
monies were also 
used to clean up 
the perimeter of 
the property. Years 
of neglect led to 
the introduction 
of invasive species 
such as Black 
Swallow Wort, Ailanthus, Norway Maple saplings, 
Buckthorn, Barberry, Bittersweet, Wisteria rhizomes, 
Oak saplings, and Rosa Multiflora.  Old composting 
bins and car batteries were removed from the site as 
well.  A dying Spruce tree was removed from the north 
end of the plant bed to open up views to the house, and 
many trees were pruned to clear dead branches. 

Next season the Landscape Committee will plant the 
perimeters along Greenough Avenue with evergreen 
and deciduous shrubs to “enclose” the yard.

Another grant of $10,000 was just awarded to the 
Tuesday Club from the City of Boston Department of 
Neighborhood Development.  This grant will allow us 
to replace the two sets of stairs and the stone dust path 
at the southern entrances to the house.  The Landscape 
Committee is looking at alternative paving materials 
to the existing stone dust path.  Our intent is to find 
a path material that is historic in character and low 
maintenance. Since we were planning to change the 
steps to a different material, we were required to meet 
with the Boston Landmarks Commission at a hearing. 
Ray Dunetz and Barry Hannegan presented plans 
for these improvements to the BLC and after a short 
discussion the plans were unanimously approved.

Thanks to all who participated in our events and work 
days in 2009.  We look forward to the warm weather 
of spring to get going again!  If you are interested in 
gardening and preserving our landscape, please contact 
Ray Dunetz, Chairman of the Landscape and Grounds 
Committee at rd@raydunetz.com.    

Left to Right: Jeff Chasin, Ed Stanley, Ray Dunetz, Dorothy 
Derifield  renovate the perennial beds with Victorian era 
plantings..  Photograph by Jon Levine.

Perennial Beds in 1937
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involved with historic preservation and is nationally 
recognized for his work as a landscape historian.    
Edward Stanley has years of experience in the fields 
of antiques and the fine arts and is principal at Edward 
M. Stanley Appraisal Services. Ed also serves on the 
Board of the JPTC and is a longtime Jamaica Plain 
Resident.

Rounding out the Collections Committee are interns 
Alicia Soja and Smitha Pennepalli from the Tufts 
University Museum Studies program. Alicia and 
Smitha have been paying their dues at the Loring-
Greenough House by writing detailed object reports, 
updating the collections database, and participating in 
Committee meetings among other tasks. In exchange 
they are gaining valuable collections care experience 
and skills.
         
Collections Care continued on page 3

Introducing the JPTC Collections 
Committee
 
The treasured collections at the Loring-Greenough 
House have been receiving extra care and attention 
in recent months. The newly established Collections 
Committee of the JPTC has been hard at work 
cataloging the Club’s many objects one by one and 
developing a collections plan for the future. The group 
has goals of streamlining the collections management 
process and developing new methods of exhibiting the 
objects so that their educational value is maximized. 
The Committee is also working towards making the 
collections more accessible to the public while, at the 
same time, preserving their condition so that they can 
be enjoyed for many years to come.
             
The Collections Committee was created as an 
outgrowth of the Tuesday Club’s 2008 Strategic Plan. 
Its five members have been meeting monthly since 
June of 2009. Committee members were carefully 
selected based on their areas of expertise; each adds 
unique perspective and skills to the project.
Committee Chair Marieke Van Damme has ten 
years experience working and volunteering in small 
museums and historical institutions. She currently 
serves as the Old State House Site Director for The 
Bostonian Society and resides in Jamaica Plain.
Kate Smith is a paintings conservator and has lived in 
Jamaica Plain for the past 9 years. Since 2001 she has 
helped to conserve the collections at the Harvard Art 
Museum and the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum 
before beginning her current position as assistant 
paintings conservator at the Museum of Fine Arts, 
Boston.

Allison Cook volunteers in the Collections Department 
at the Museum of Science, and tutors English to 
Speakers of Other Languages at the ABCD program in 
the North End.
              
Barry Hannegan is a JPTC Board Member. He holds 
a Ph.D. in art history from the Institute of Fine Arts 
of New York University and a certificate in museum 
studies and practice from the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art.  He has taught widely at the university level 
and has held several museum posts. He has been very 

COLLECTIONS 
CARE
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COLLECTIONS CARE NEWS
The Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club has received 
Notice of Acceptance from the Collections Museum 
Assessment Program (CMAP).  We are able to 
participate in CMAP at virtually no cost through 
a Cooperative Agreement between the American 
Association of Museums (AAM) and the Institute 
of Museum and Library Services (IMLS).  The 
program supports an experienced museum 
professional to spend a day on site at the House 
and meet with the Collections Committee and Club 
Leadership, survey the collections and learn about 
our circumstances. The resulting CMAP Report will 
help us increase understanding of best-practices in 
collections management, will identify specific ways 
to improve the care of our collections, and will 
expand our knowledge of resources for collections 
management and conservation. The report will also 
be leveraged as we seek gifts and grants to support 
implementation of the recommendations.

Collections Care continued from page 2   
Duties of the Collections Committee include assessing, 
 numbering and photographing every single object and 
entering them into a database.  The group is confident 
that their work will eventually lead to exciting new 
methods of display, a greater educational value and 
increased exposure for the collections.  The Committee 
is currently working with the Board of Directors to 
approve an official Collections Policy; a document that 
provides professional guidelines for dealing with all 
collections-related issues.
              
The JPTC’s collections are an invaluable source of 
local history and pride. Caring for them is an ongoing 
and rewarding practice.  As the Club moves forward 
in its community-oriented role, the Collections 
Committee hopes to develop a more clear and 
meaningful purpose for the collection while making it 
available to as wide an audience as possible.  Anyone 
interested in viewing the collections can do so by 
appointment. Scheduled tours are also available on 
Sundays between noon and 2 p.m. from April through 
December.

Interns Smitha Pennepalli and Alicia Soja from the Tufts University Museum Studies Program.

by Smitha Pennepalli and Alicia Soja
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PEOPLE & PROGRAMS

Photos by Lori DeSantis

Colleen Keller at Jamaica Plain Open Studios

Brigitte Henkes helped with the Annual 
LGH Wreath Fundraiser

Left: Plum Kennard led a fabric painting workshop to benefit the Elizabeth 
Stone House. Above: Heather Carito, Kathleen and Isabel Flynn at the 
workshop.

Margaret Fuller Lecture
Margaret Fuller was an author, editor, 
journalist, literary critic, educator, 
Transcendentalist, and women’s rights 
advocate.  She helped educate the 
women of her day by leading a series 
of Conversations in which women 
were empowered to read, think and 
discuss important issues of the day. 
Her numerous accomplishments will 
be discussed during the February 2 
Tuesday Night Club FYI Night in 
collaboration with the Jamaica Plain 
Historical Society.
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FILM NIGHTS

Left to right: Film Night Coordinators Stefan Grabowski  and Mariya Nikiforova with filmmakers Saul Levine and Adam 
Paradis at “BY THE WATERS OF BOSTON” the November 17th screening  of film and video by Saul and Adam.

MERGE OLD AND NEW

The Loring-Greenough House living room is different 
from the currently accepted film screening space seen 
at many local ‘serious’ film institutions.  According to 
the current mode of thought, film, just as gallery art, 
should be viewed in an optimally “clean” space, on an 
unbiased white screen, so that nothing interferes in the 
communication between artist and viewer. 

At the LGH, we treat film a little differently.  The 
rooms of the house are domestically furnished and 
have more than a little character. The house brings 
its old soul to any event experienced there. And the 
filmmakers seem to like it a lot.  Rob Todd and Saul 
Levine, our October and November presenters, have 
said that their films were made to be shown at living 
room screenings, to small groups of viewers, in a 
cozy and intimate environment.  And the LGH takes 
the “living room screening” to a new level: it is a 
living room from the past, where no one has lived in 
the traditional sense for many years.  While the film 
nights have a relaxed feel due to our informal setting, 

the house is also a formal venue in that its primary 
function these days is to accommodate community 
events and gatherings and to serve as a place to 
experience history through tours and programs.

The character of the house brings an interesting di-
mension to the film nights.  Between and even during 
projections, we can enjoy exploring the rooms and 
absorbing their atmosphere.  Our December screening 
was a magical experience, from the huge audience-
powered film loop in the dining room (created by Matt 
McWilliams and Julianna Schley), to Architecture of 
the Sun’s improvised symphonies of light and color 
in the living room, to Jenn Pipp’s “Bird Bath,” which 
bathed anyone sitting on the couch in thousands of 
little birds made of light.

by Mariya Nikiforova + Stefan Grabowski
Coordinators, JP Tuesday Night Club Film Night
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STATE OF THE CLUB
This year the Loring-Greenough House is 250 years old. That is two 
and a half centuries or one quarter of a millennium. Preservationists 
think like that. Apparently the long term was also on the minds of 
the ladies of the Tuesday Club who saved the house from demolition 
and skewered plans to convert its two acre plot into a retail complex. 
We are glad they did. Here now in the 21st century--just shy of 100 
years from that marvelous rescue--we are even more grateful for this 
slice of history. Beautiful green space and a place for community 
and cultural gatherings in the middle of Jamaica Plain are as 
important as ever as we imagine the coming decades: increases in 
density, more focus on local resources, need for authenticity and 
simplicity. Imagine 100 years from now and the role the Loring-
Greenough House can play in the trajectory of history from the past 
into the future. This kind of long term thinking reflects on the notion 
that societies live by centuries, civilizations live by millennia. As 
stewards of this historic house, collections, and heritage landscape 
we urge all of you to step up and join us. Volunteerism, charitable 
giving, membership and simply  boosterism (attend programs and 
tell all your friends!) are all important contributions in the collective 
effort to both preserve this wonderful place but also ensure it is 
accessible, relevant and sustainable. We are in it for the long haul. 
Please join us!

Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club Board of Directors 
Julianna Bruce
Ray Dunetz
Barry Hannegan
Alexandra Rollins
Edward Stanley
Elizabeth Wylie

Join and/or Donate Today!
Please complete this form and return it to The Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club, Inc.

12 South Street, Jamaica Plain, MA 02130, with your check.

Single Membership  $40                                       Dual Membership $75
Enclosed is my donation of:        $1,000         $500         $250         $100         Other $____________

Name(s):_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________

Interests (please check as many as apply)     collections      community education and outreach

fund raising            garden           local history          preservation          programs         other____________________

Please make check payable to the Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club, Inc.  To donate services, please call (617) 524-3158.

The Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club, Inc. is a non-profit organization under paragraph 501(3) (c) of the IRS Code.  Contributions 
to the Club or “The Loring-Greenough House”, a registered name of the Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club, Inc. are fully tax 

deductible to the extent allowed by law.

q
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ANNUAL APPEAL REMINDER
Now that the bustle of the holidays 
is behind us we are offering a gentle 
reminder to check your desks, bill 
baskets, and charitable gift folders. 
Annual Appeal  letters were sent in 
December and may have been lost in the 
shuffle of year end events.  Please give 
what you can. The Annual Appeal joins 
memberships and grants as an important 
income source for the Club. Our ability 
to care for the House, Collections and 
Landscape is contingent on the vitality of 
these income sources. 

Every little bit helps. Thank you! 
 



7

LORING-GREENOUGH HOUSE 
2010 WINTER/SPRING CALENDAR 

All events are open to the public.  All dates 
and times are subject to change. Please check 
the website for late-breaking program news 
www.loring-greenough.org

Tours of the Loring-Greenough House
There will be NO SCHEDULED TOURS 
of the Loring-Greenough House JANUARY 
THROUGH MARCH 2010.  Volunteer docents 
will resume guided tours on Sunday, April 
4, 2010, and are scheduled for all following 
Sundays from 12 noon to 2:00 p.m. Tours may 
be scheduled at other times by calling 617-
524-3158.  Suggested donation: $5.

February 
Tuesday, February 2, 7 p.m.
JP Tuesday Night Club: FYI Night
Lecture: Margaret Fuller and the 
Transcendentalists; Reverend Jenny Rankin, 
First Parish of Concord. Co-Sponsored by the 
Jamaica Plain Historical Society
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members
Contact Elizabeth Wylie 
ewylie325@comcast.net 

Friday, February 5, 7:30 p.m.
Chapter and Verse
Featuring Susan Donnelly, Francis Alix, Susan 
Roberts
Suggested donation: $5
Contact Dorothy Derifield 
dorothy.derifield@gmail.com

Sunday, February 7, 3 p.m.
Sunday Afternoon at the ‘Greenough House 
Concerts
Duo Liveoak Guitar (www.duoliveoak.com)
Donation $15 ($10 for JPTC members, seniors 
and students)
Reservations Suggested: 617-524-3158 or 
lghouseconcerts@aim.com

Tuesday, February 9, 7 p.m. 
JP Tuesday Night Club: Game Night
Whist, Heather Carito  
A Loring-Greenough 250 event
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Contact Heather Carito 
hcarito47@hotmail.com
 
Sunday, February 14, 1-4 p.m.
Hug History! Valentine’s Day Open House
Free and open to the pubic
A Loring-Greenough 250 event
Contact Elizabeth Wylie 
ewylie325@comcast.net

Tuesday, February 16, 7 p.m.  
JP Tuesday Night Club: Local Film Night
Christopher May
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Contact Mariya Nikiforova
louxor@runbox.com
http://lghfilm.blogspot.com

Tuesday, February 23, 7 p.m.  
JP Tuesday Night Club: DIY Night 
TBD 
A Loring-Greenough 250 event
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Contact Kasey Appleman 
kaseyappleman@mac.com

March
Tuesday, March 2, 7 p.m.
JP Tuesday Night Club: FYI Night
Lecture: A Gift from the Past / A Gift to the 
Future: The Loring-Greenough House and 
Grounds, Dr Barry Hannegan 
A Loring-Greenough 250 event
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members
Contact Elizabeth Wylie 
ewylie325@comcast.net 

Friday, March 5, 7:30 p.m.
Chapter and Verse
Featuring Sandra Kohler, Tamlin Neville, Bert 
Stern
Suggested donation: $5
Contact Dorothy Derifield 
dorothy.derifield@gmail.com

Sunday, March 7, 3 p.m.
Sunday Afternoon at the ‘Greenough House 
Concerts
Judith Conrad: Chopin Anniversary
Donation $15 ($10 for JPTC members, seniors 
and students)
Reservations Suggested; 617-524-3158 or 
lghouseconcerts@aim.com

Tuesday, March 9, 7 p.m.
JP Tuesday Night Club: Game Night
Apples to Apples, Ellen Casey
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Contact Heather Carito 
hcarito47@hotmail.com
  
Tuesday, March 16, 7 p.m.  
JP Tuesday Night Club: Local Film Night
Paul Turano and Matt McWilliams
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Information: Mariya Nikiforova
louxor@runbox.com
http://lghfilm.blogspot.com/

Tuesday, March 23, 7 p.m. 
JP Tuesday Night Club: DIY Night
Get Ready to Go Green - Organic Spring 
Cleaning Demo, Mary Hannon and Casey 
Williams
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Contact Kasey Appleman 
kaseyappleman@mac.com
 

April 
Tuesday, April 6, 7 p.m.
JP Tuesday Night Club: FYI Night
Lecture: Women Artists Past and Present, 
Alicia Faxon 
A Loring-Greenough 250 event
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members
Contact Elizabeth Wylie 
ewylie325@comcast.net

Friday,  April  9, 7:30 p.m
Chapter and Verse
Featuring Frannie Lindsay, Coleen Houlihan, 
Rebecca Kaiser-Gibson 
Suggested donation: $5
Contact Dorothy Derifield, 
dorothy.derifield@gmail.com

Sunday, April 11, 3 p.m.
Sunday Afternoon at the ‘Greenough House 
Concerts
Quilisma Consort (www.quilisma.com)
Donation $15 ($10 for JPTC members, seniors 
and students)
Reservations Suggested; 617-524-3158 or 
email lghouseconcerts@aim.com

Tuesday, April 13, 7 p.m.  
JP Tuesday Night Club: Game Night
TBD
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Contact Heather Carito 
hcarito47@hotmail.com

Sunday April 11
Annual Theater Party
This matinee viewing of ‘Oliver!” will be 
preceeded by  high tea at the LGH
Contact Elizabeth Wylie 
ewylie325@comcast.net

Tuesday, April 20, 7 p.m.  
JP Tuesday Night Club: Film Night
TBD
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members
Information: Mariya Nikiforova 
louxor@runbox.com

Tuesday, April 27, 7 p.m. 
JP Tuesday Night Club: DIY Night
“Caring for your Treasures” with Smitha 
Pennepalli and Alicia Soja
A Loring-Greenough 250 event
Donation: $4, no charge for JPTC members 
Contact Kasey Appleman 
kaseyappleman@mac.com
 
LORING-GREENOUGH 250
In celebration of the 250th anniversary year a 
series of programs and events will be offered 
throughout the year. Check the newsletter cal-
endar for upcoming programs and stay tuned 
for more Tuesday Night Club, an early summer 
Field Day (croquet anyone?), a Fall Birthday 
event and more.



Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club, Inc.
Loring-Greenough House
12 South Street
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

Address Service Requested

The Jamaica Plain Tuesday Club, Inc., is a non-profit education organization under
paragraph 501(c)(3) of the IRS code. All contributions to the Club, or to the
Loring-Greenough House, are fully deductible to the extent allowed by law.  

FROM THE ARCHIVES

The house and ell, late 1920s.  At this time, the ell housed a tea room and antiques shop, operated to raise funds to pay off 
the mortgage.  During our 250th anniversary, plans will commence to rehabilitate the ell for club and community meeting 
space among other uses.  And this year a new elm will be planted to replace the old to commemorate the house’s anniversary.  
Watch for the date of this event!


